[Mesothelioma incidence around Goor, The Netherlands, and far beyond: the asbestos drama unfolds].
Whereas the carcinogenic properties of asbestos have been known for more than 70 years, the mesothelioma epidemic in Europe has not yet reached its peak. After occupationally induced cases, environmental cases are being revealed at an ever-increasing rate. In 2005 a total ban on the production and use of asbestos in Europe was announced. Worldwide, the use of asbestos has shifted towards emerging economies such as those occurring in Asia. Economic reasons and a strong lobby from the asbestos industry explain the delay in the implementation of proper preventive actions as well as the global shift. The WHO and the International Labour Office are collaborating towards the elimination of asbestos-related diseases worldwide. More awareness is needed in order to prevent similar tragedies occurring from other side effects of work.